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had been better advised, they would
have grone hack to work wveeks
or months ago. I air not here to discuss
whether the award of the Arbitration
Court was or was not good. You and
your party are the chief members who
support the Arbitration Court. You go
even to the extent of appointing one of
your own representatives a judge in that
court. You had also the advantage of
app~ointing, through this House, the Su-
premte Court Judge who acts as Presi-
dent. The other member of the Arbi-
tration Court is, as you knowv, appointed
by the employers. So practically you
had a voice in appointing two of the
judges. I think the existing President
waVs appointed during what was, fortu-
nately, the short r~gine of the Labour
Government. I am not arguing whether
the pay of the workers was or was not
sufficient. Labour men were the great-
est agitators for the Arbitration Court;
and when they get an award, surely they
should attempt to abide by it. If they
are dissatisfied, there should be an
appeal; and would it not have been far
better for the State bad the mien been
well advised, accepted the award, and
appealed against it?

Mr. Hlolmnan: To whom could they
app~eal?

Mr. H. BROWN: If a court of appeal
was not in existence, it could have been
provided in the Act. You will possibly
have an opportunity of appealin inl the
case of Mr. Curran, if you are not satis-
fled with the award you get in his ease;
and when the appeal is decided you will
have to abide by the decision.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member must
address the Chair.

Mr. H. BROWN: 'Where wec have a
court constituted as we have in this State,
we should all loyally abide by it. If the
verdict is against the employer he has to
pay, but it evidently does not seem to
hold against the unions. In conclusion,
I hope and trust that dhe Premier, like
Mr. Deakin at Home, will be prepared to
state for the benefit o the investors that
he will have the same protection for their
capital as the worker bas for his labour;
and I air sure, if that goes forth to the
world, that. greater interest will be taken

in Australia general- and that investors
wrill come in here as of old and invest
their capitail with the same chance of
getting- a return for it. I have much
pleasure in secounding the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply.

Onl motion by Mr. Troy, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The PREMIER moved that the House

at its rising- do adjourn until Tuesday
next, 9th Jully, at 4.30 o'clock p.m.

Question passed.
The House adjourned accordingly at

4.53 o'clock until the next Tuesday.

legislative council,
Tuesday, 9th July, 1907.

Sitting Days and Hours .......
Debate on Addrss in-Reply resumed

P.O.
.. .. 22
.. .. 22

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 o'clock, p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Gaol

Regulations-Additions and Alterations;
2, Goldfields Water Supply Administra-
tion-(a.) By-law No. 87; (b.) Amiend-
inent of Schedule of prices of water; 3,
Audit Act, 1 9 0 4 -(a.) Orders in Council
under Section 35: (b.) Sundry Amend-
ments of Regulations; 4, Public Works
Department, Roads Act, 1O02-By-laws
of the Road Boards of Nullagine, Mount
Marg-aret, Yilgarn, Bunbury, Nelson,
Marble Bar, M1ourambine, Dardanup,
Preston; .5, By-laws of Municipalities of
Beverley, Boulder, Claremont, East Pre-
mantle, Fremantle, Leonora, Perth, South
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Perth, Subiaco, Victoria Park; 6, Inspec-
tion of Machinery Act, 1904-Additions
to 2nd Schedule, etc.; 7, Mines Regulation
Act, 1906, with Regulations.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D. Conuolly) moved-
That unless otherwise ordered, this

House do meet for the despatch of busi-
ness, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays at 4.30 p.m., and sit until 6.15
p.m., and from 7.30 p.m. onward.
There was a slight alteration in adjourn-
ing for the tea hour, it having been usual
to sit until 6.30 p.m.; hut at the request
of certain members in another place, the
time now proposed was 6.15, and to bring
this House into line it was thought better
to hare an additional quarter of an hour
longer for tea.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) -. It would
be a rather long adjournment, seeing
that the means of obtaining refreshment
were within the building. Speaking for
himself, that quarter of an hour might
mean the loss of a train; also to others
living at Fremantle, Guildford, and other
places from Perth. Still he had no de-
sire to obtrude his personal views, but hie
would prefer the previous practice.

Question put and passed.

DEBATE -ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Motion to Adopt.

Second Day.
Resumed from the opening- day, 4th

July.
Hon. WESLEY MALEY (South-

East) : We have had a long recess, and
the striking attitude which the Govern-
mnut. assumed last session led us to sup-
pose that there would he somne wonderfnl
happenings in the new year, and that the
unusual course of holding a February
session, for the purpose of imposing
taxation on the people, would be carried
out. I expected that if the Government
did face the miusic again it would be with
some change in the Ministry. But there
has been no change made if I may ex-
ceIpt the one in what may be called the
tail of the MinistryN-that of the Gov-

erment Whip. -There has been the
retirement of a member of this House
from the place of Honorary Minister, but
amongst those who hold portfolios no
changes have occurred. Mr. Gordon's
deflection from the Ministry some time
a-go was due to the fact that he stated
that there were too many Premiers. I
imagine some change has taken place in
the Ministry, of what I am not cognisant,
or Mr. Gordon would not have eaten his
words and gone back to his position as
Government 'Whip. We have before us
a Speech which is certainly lengthy, and
contains some mrerit, and something that
we may call demerit. At any rate it
appears to me a sort of hotchpotch, and
really I do not take the Government quite
seriously. I amn entitled to take them not
seriously, seeing that they did not hold
the February session which they prom-
ised, and when we look around Perth
and see the empty houses, and hear of
the distress which exists in the city and
the country which has occurred during
the regime of the present Government.
I spoke on the Land Assessment Bill last
year, and I said the p-roposal of the Gov-
ernment to impose a. land tax came like
a "bolt from the blue." I maintained
that with proper financial methods
there was no justification for a land
tax, and there is no justification to-day.
The excuse that is given for not holding
that session may he plausible hut it cer-
tainly is not sound, and I must say that
it was not the right course for the Pre-
mier to adopt to go away iii time of
stress, when there were people starving
in his own district, to attend what is
no more than a show, a pageant, a
function without any particular value.
Ministers pose at the Premiers' Con-
ference and only half agree to things
which they are afraid to decide npon
definitely, there being no statutory au-
thority for them to do anything at such
a Conference. Last session the 'Ministry
actually threatened to resign if the Land
Tax Assessinent Bill were not p~assed by
this Chamber. I heard the threat ut-
tered more than once, but still there was
no0 resignation, with the exception of
that of one lhon, member. T am glad that
my~ colleanre the Hon. C. A. Piesse did
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resign from the Ministry, and mainly
onl the question which really was held
to be the backbone of the 'Ministerial
policy of land taxation. In the Governor's
Speech the Government have taken tip
the matter very airily. They metaphori-
cally raise their hats and say, "It is a
flue day." They refer to the weather.
We know that rain is good for the agri-
cultural and for the pastoral industry,
but that fact is not usually put in the
apening Speeh, alfl i n k fl thre
for the sake of padding. It shows that
those gentlemen have a light and- airy
way of meeting Parliamnt and are
polite enough to say hlow fine a day it
is. We are told that the agricultural in-
dustry is to have pi-ecedence of the win-
ing industry. It certainly has it in, the
Governor's Speech, so far as the posi-
tion it occupies in that document is con-
cerned, hut it is only noinally in the
lead. In the country districts the pinch
of poverty has been felt by every man
who had been depending upon the grow-
ing of wheat for a livelihood. We are
told that increased selection has taken
place. I am glad to say that that is so
and I should be very pained and startled
to find that, considering the terms under
which selections may be obtained, such
an advance had not taken place. There
would he a boom in land in Perth, and
thie Laud Titles Office instead of being
practically idle wotnid he busily engaged,
if similar terms to those offered by the
Government were offered by private in-
dividuals. For the sum of £12 10s. and
the survey fees the Government offer
1,000 acres of land, and in addition the
sum of £300 is advanced to any person
taking up that land. The Government
canl hardly take any credit to themselves
therefore for any increased settlement.
We have to wvait and see the result of
such a method as that of granting a snm
of £300 to the possessor of Crown lands,
which has cost him the small suni of £12
]Oz. The Government is undoubtedly
resp~onsihle for the depression which has
taken place, and in more ways than one.
The chigi] railway freights which caused
terrible hardship to the agriculturist-a.
hardship almost too grievous to be borne
-were allowed to remaiin oppressing the

farmter uip to the time that his wheat was
Slid. Not oniy so, but the Government
imposed heavy wharfage rates onl imple-
ients, stock, and effects coming to our

shores. I was astonished when at Al-
bany to learn that this Government,
which is opposed to Federation and
which would like again to get control of
the Customs, lied levied as much as £6
for wharfage dues onl a wagon which was
being broughlt into the State. The ow-
ner of the vehicle protested and the
amount was thereupon reduced to £3
15s. In. order to verify this. state-
inent I went to the foreman of the
jetty and he told sue that thbat was the
charge which they were entitled to make.
The reduction was not mnade until the
wheels and the shaft w-ere taken off
the wagon and a fresh measurement was
made. The party so treated brought in-
to the State a considerable quantity of
stock. All of this went over the wharf
in South Australia and the total sum
that he had to pay in Adelaide was only
18s. 9d. If these gentlemen who are
really against Federation had control of
the ,Customs and acted onl these lines it
would Uce impossible for its to get any
immigration lor 'Western Australia. The
agricultural industry 'cannot he the lead-
ing one whlere such wharfage rates are
imposed onl wagons and agricultural inl-
plenients and the industry is therefore
influenced to that extent ; on the other
hand the illfing business is on top in
the agricultural districts. I d6 not know
what the wharfage rates are on flour, or
whvat restrictions there are on that article.
In fact I only know what I have heard
on the subject, and we are all restricted
in this direction, for members of Par-
liament, who used to have the privilege
of debating the Customs tariff-which
they rightly considered a most vital ques-
lion-now have no chance whatever of
getting to know the facts concerningf the
tariff unless they go to thle places of
business at the ports and ascertain for
themselves. We have no say in this mat-
ter. These high wharfage rates have
been put onl by the Government, and see-
ing that the officials differentiated it
Albany and were abe to reduce the rate
on a wagron from £6 tio £C3 Ms.. it iS pos-
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sible that the different ports may have
different wliarfage rates and a different
scale. If there is any wharfage rate on
flonr, it is time it was removed. Some-
thing must have happened. The agri-
culturist has been obliged to accept for
his wheat on the Great Southern Railway
in this State 3d. per bushel less than if
he had been selling it in South Australia.
That was before the freights were re-
duced, and the farmer held the wheat.
I believe that at the present time, or at
any rate since the wheat has got into
other hands, the prices have advanced to
3d. more per bushel than is obtained in
Adelaide. One member of the Govern-
ment went to Japan, and he brought back
a message from that country. He had
evidently been studying the flour business
for he came hack, and in the flowery
language of Lthe chrysanthemumn ad-
vised the Government and those people
who would listen to him, in his own
grandiloquent way, that we should look
forwa rd not to the export of -wheat, but to
the export of flour. We all know that
the world's market is not a flour market
hut a wheat market, and we also know
that in America every effort is made, and
all kinds of machinery are employed to en-
able the producer to dispose of his wheat
at the lowest possible east, both as re-
gards freight and handling, in the mar-
kets of the world. I must confess that
the question as to whether we are to
export wheat or flour is one of vital im-
portance to the farmers, and I think
that hefore I hare finished this speech
hon. members will agree with mne that
the Government have not been sufficiently
carefuli in the construction of spur
lines of railway to prevent a monopoly
of the flour trade to the exclusion of
the agricultural interests. The result of
this course of action might be the placing
of the agriculturist in the hands of any
milling ring which might be formed.
Now in this connection'I come to the
question of the Katanning-Rojonup
Railway. I have in my hand a plan
which I have just received from the
Lands Department, and this shows the
line of railway as constructed. We had
last session hanging on this wall a plan
showing the proposed route of the rail-

way, but that route is an entirely different
one from the line as actually constructed.
The one hanging an the wall shows a
route which commended itself to my
mind as being a reasonable and fair
proposition. The line as constructed I
condemnn, not only because it is very
crooked in itself, but also because the
whole question with regard to its con-
struction and the methods adopted to
get it coustructed in that particular
-way, require examination. As this
line is constructed, instead of the
agriculturist having a chance of
sending his wvheat in a southerly direc-
tion to the port of Albany-which is a
natural port and nearer by 100 miles
than Fremiantle-that line is constructed
in a northerly direction, as if everything
had to go to Fremantle. I connect the
statement of the Treasurer that we should
export flonr with the scheme of construc-
tion of that railway in -order that the
wheat has to be sent into Katanniug. If
the wheat is intended for shipment, it
must be shunted at the cost of the coun-
try-an everlasting cost to the country-
and then sent on to Albany. Under the
present system, of course, it can be con-
verted into flour, and the flour can then
leave the mill and be sent in the ordinary
way to the port of Albany. Never will
the agriculturist in that district he satis-
fied, considering the course which the rail-
-way between Katanning and Kojonup has
taken. The question is how was it that
this alteration in the route was brought
about? The Hon. Mr. Drew and myself
were the flirst two members of Parliament
to go over that route for the purpose of
inspecting it with a view to railway con-
struction. At that time the hon. member
was a member of the Daglish Government.
We reached Katanning in the evenin,
when, as wye all know, the train arrives.
The hion. member was entertained, and that
took some little time. His ear was wait-
ing at the station, and it was said the car
would he sent on to BRooniehill. That is
a long time ago, and] some underground
engineering was apparently going on then.
The lion, mnember and T started out ifither
late that evening, and inspected by moon-
light a great part of the route. When we
arrived at Kojonup we had a look round
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the country, with which we were pleased.
There and then, at a banquet, the bon.
member gave to that railway the first lift
it had ever received. I must say, as one
who knows that district, in which I re-
side, that the people themselves were not
at nll sanguiine as to the construction of
the railway. They did not believe they
could possibly get what they wanted; but
Mr. Drew very happily gave them a lift
iii the right direction, and declared in
favour of the line. It was then proposed
that M.r. Drew.. shvald go across the coun-
try, just about where the railway goes,
and should join his ear at Broomehill.
The bon. mnember refused. I had the
pleasure of his company; the car was
sent throughi latanining to Woodanil-
ling, and he joined it there. That was,
I consider, the beginining of a business
which 1, as a local resident, did not under-
stand. I did not understand why that
car was sent on; I did not Lunderstand
the motive, but I understand it to-day;
and I understand now why the railway
,was constructed along the present route.
There is no excuse for having the rail-
way on that route. If the land is better
towtrds Broomechill. then the railway
should have gone to Brooniehill, which
place was much nearer the port and in-
involved a less roundabout route.
I do not for -a moment admit that the
land is better near Broomiehill. Certain-
ly there was no striking developmyent on
the route; there was no striking evidence
of sturdy settlement and of strong ag-ri-
eulturists able and willing to clear the
soil for the growth of sufficient wheat
to feed that railway. The Daglish Gov-
ernnient are in my opinion to be con-
gratulated on not being at all mixed uip
with what seems to mec anything but a
satisfactory transaction. The engineers
themselves condemned the route. I know
a letter has been read from one engineer,
hut one letter may be written by mistake
or under hypnotic influence; and I say
the same engineer protested to me, when
the line was being constructed, that it
did not follow the route it should take.
Not only so, but in this House, at the
first opportunity hie had. 'Mr, Sholl moved
that the papers be laid on the table; and
on that occasion I felt it [fy duty, though

the railway was being constructed in my
province, to say that I had nothing to
do wvith the alteration of the route, no-
thing to do with anything which wvas not
aboveboard in that connection. In an-
other place M1r. Harry Brown moved for
a Royal Cowmmissioni, and later on I be-
lieve he accepted the Premier's offer of
a select conmmittee. I should like to see
a Royal Commission, and I think the
Government should appoint a Royal Com-
mission, when there is so much at stake;
and that every member of Parliament
who had anything to do with the matter
should be called, and sholdd clear himself
from any suspicion of wrong-doing.

110n. 6'. A. Piesse: Do you know that
it was all the fault of the surveyor?

Hon. W. MALaEY: The hon. member
assumes that I know something of which
I know nothing. I know nothing about
any fault of the surveyor, but I have it
on very good authority that it is not a
question of the survey at all. I was sur-
prised to see in the eicirem~tauccs that Mr.
Harry Brown seconded the mnotion for
the adoption of the Address iii another
place, for I thought, else I should have
moved in this House, that Mr. Browni
would be championing his cause right
through. He may do it yet, I hope he
will, and I will not assume that he is
making or intends to make a mistake;- but
I was rather surprised to see him second
the Address-in-Reply. I think every
member who is concerned in the matter
ought to clear it uip. We do not want
any whitewashing. Every man connect-
ed with the matter should be able to face
a Royal Commission. I for one am
anxious to do so; because while I live
in that district there will otherwise rest
on me a reflection that I never moved in
the matter; and I with the others con-
cerned will have to stand the brunt of the
blame. What happened'9 A deputation
of farmers camne to me, rather late in
the dlay it is true, and asked me to move
in the matter. I said "Parliamentary
etiquette demands that the member for
the district shall first be inter-iewed. If
you approach the member for the dis-
trict, he wrill introduce you to the Mlin-
ister. If he cannot do so or should he
refuse. then you can come to me: but un-
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til the inejuber for the district refuses
you, I cann ot introduce any deputation."
I having taken that stand, fbe matter
ended for the time being so far as I was
concerned. The construction of that rail-
way was rushed through during recess.
Only £5,000 had been voted for the work;
and before the full amount was actually
voted the railway was. practically corn-
pleted-before the House sat, and before
anything could he done by Parliament.
I say there was indecent haste in the
construction of that railway, and a haste
which reflects little credit on the Govern-
meat concerned. Now about "keeping
the coast clear." What did the Govern-
ment do to keep the. coast elearl Well,
there was what I may call a revolt at
Katanning, 'Members will recollect that
I moved the adjournment of the House
to draw attention to what took
place at -Katanning in reference to the
proposed municipality. The majority of
the people of Katanning, certainly the in-
depenident people of Katanning, wanted
a municipality like that of Wagin, over
which Mr, Piesse presides, or like that
of Narrogin. They wanted machinery
for their own protection; they came to
the Government, and r pleaded with the
Minister in charge of this House (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) that their request should
he granted. We had an absolute mia-
jority, and the conditions of the Act
were complied with; but notwithstanding
our majority the Government refused to
grant the petition, refused the people
the right of self-protetion '. Thus the
Government cleared the way for what
was going on; they kept that. coast clear;
and so public opinion -was practically
stifled, and public opinion is to a great
extent stilled in Katanning to-day. I
wish to see a different order of things.
I wish to see the Moore Government rise
to the occasion and allow local govern-
inent to be local government and] not to be
engineered frnt, Perth. ,This is not an
enigineer's job;- it appears to me to be a
political job. The nature of it I do not
understand and do not profess to under-
stand;- but I know, having heard things
before and heard things since, that there
was a wonderful change in political
opinion in the precincts'of the Houses

of Parliament when this railway was
proposed. 'First there was a great and
unusual opposition to it, and all of a
stpdden that opposition seemed to vaniish;
and the Press neglected its duty by not ex-
posing wvhat was going on, or by not tak-
ing the stand which Dr. Hackett assumed
when the Bill first came before the House.
Nt w the Government claim to be assist-
ing the prod ucer. It was published that
an announcement of an important nature
would he made at the opening of the
Mechanics' Institute, Katainning. An
announcement was made. The people
were on the qui vine. They thought that
something of great importance was to
he announced; but the only important
announcement of which I read-I was
not present-was that the Government
intended to lend £30,000 to establish
freezing works in the North. I do not
know wh ether a certain company regis-
tered in Guernsey is to have the advant-
age of that £E30,000, but I hope not. I
may say I am in favour of at stock route,
and of that stock route being used as
far as possibe. The Government, de-
siring to assist agriculture, refused a
loan to the co-operative mill at Katani-
flng; refused to allow the farmers to
free themselves from the yoke which they
bore;- refused to assist them in the erec-
tion of a mill. Yet the Colonial Trea-
surer has his name carved on the founda-
tion stone of the hall at Katanning, and
on that occasion he as it were fixed the
value of the Katanning agricultnral in-
dustry, by declaring that while he could
not assist the agriculturists with money
for a mill, lie could lend £30,000 to the
far-away freezing works over which the
Government would have practically no
control, and which men in Perth, with
scores of thousands at their disposal and
interested in that district, were able and
ought to have been willing to erect on
their own account.

Hona. E. MeLodiy: There is no analogy
between the two undertakings.

Hon. WV. M1ALEY :Thiere is no an-
.alogy between theni. The one is in
faVOur2 Of the hig man, and the other
in favour of the little mani. I shiall
conic to the big man by-and-by. I
shall have a little turn at him. I1 do not
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wish to weary members1 but one
thing I must say. We have now
in charge of the Agricultural Depart-
merit a Minister (Hon. J. Mitchell)
who is introducing milking machines
to assist the agriculturist. He is
also introducing& cows ; but the milk-
ing machine is to cost £150 in my
province, and I aim wondering how the
cows will be brought to the machine, how
ruany days it willtake to bring them in
and take them back, amxi how many times
they will require milking. I understand
that the cows that arc being imported
require milking only once a week. The
obsolete method of erecting cameries
does not seem to have struck the Govern-
ment. The erection of creamneries is a
usefuli work. The farmer must begin
and grow little by little ; and if the man
with a few cows can find a market for his
cream and can have the value of the milk1
he is iu a fair way to prosperity. In a
country like this we can do as well as
was done in Victoria. A f armer can
move ahead slowly and ultimately pur-
chase his own milking machine, if he is
satisfied to hare one. I do not think a
practical man requires any such nursingr
he has not got it elsewhere, and should
not get it here. Working a creamery is
a, cash business. The farmer takes his
milk in, gets cash for the cream, and
takes back a valuable article in the shape
of skimn milk on which to feed his pigs.
I venture to say that at the present time
the industry in this State that requires
nursing or encouraging in the Great
Southern district is wool growing. There
is no more valuable staple product in
this State to-day than wool. We must
bear in mind that Australia is the great-
est wool country in the world, and that
Western Australia should ultimately
equal a large part of the Eastern States
in this respect. Out of the E19,000,000
worth of products exported last year,
;E10,000.000 worth was wool, which will
Ive an index of where we will find
wealth in this country when our gold
peters. out. Instead of encouraging that
industry, however, the Government have
heen restricting the areass of suitable land
to 2.000 acres. That may suit a small
muan. but I know an instance-I sruppose

there is more than one-where a man
with a small area endeavoured to keep
batep. He had to import a shepherd
from South Australia, and for the last
tep years he has had a man minding the
sheep on the public roads wherever he
could put them. Also touching the
dairying industry, owing to the distress
to the farmers this year, I have seen in-
stances where the cows are pastring in
the same way on public roads. So it is
no use painting the picture with the
wrong colours. We must be true in
riving a pioture of the agricultural in-
dustry and of what is likely to accrue
froni certain methods. The Land Tax
Assessment Bill was defeated last year.
During the recess members of the Min-
istry have been touring the goldfields
making- speeches, some declaiming
against the Legislative Council, and
others making bold assertions which will
not bear investigation. I do ,not know
whether any- member opposed to the
land tax was invited to any of those
functions. I for one never had a chance
of speaking at any of them, or at- con-
tradicting anything said against this
House at the time it was said. It may
be unfortunate-in fact it is admitted by
a miember of another place that the
Legislative Council has allowed these
statements to go unchallenged ; but I
think mnembers here can stand steady un-
der fire, and that they are here to-day
content to battle for what they think
is right. I take particular exception to
a statement made by the Colonial Sec-
retary, who said that' the resolution was
passed by a trick. Does the hon. mem-
ber mean that the miajority of members
of this House in passing the resolution.
did so by a trick 7 The Government are
huinourists. I look upon the Government
as liuniorirists. We see a sp~eech, and
the echo is in the Press ; the goldflelds
have been flooded with their utterances:
hut We have had ab)SOLrIte silence on
the Great Southern Railway. There
is so much land to he taxed oil thle
goldfields . it is a very interest-
ing problem there ; but there is
so much agi-icriltural land, and
there are so munny people in a very p~oor
way in the Great Southern district
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owing to the bad times that the Govern-
ment have not ventured down there. We
had a local function tbere-he opening
of the railway. I expected that there
would be an opening of the railway.
There were two or three attempts, but
not any opening that -1 considered
worthy of a Government which con-
structed a railway in such a manner to
such a place. [Hon. C. A. Piesse: A
good place.] That is the saving part of
my remark. Like the Government, I am
humorous sometimes. 1 am glad the hon.
member sees the hiunour of that remark.
We have heard of Sam Weller junior.
Sam Weller junior and Mr. WeT ller
senior are characters froma Dickens. Mir.
Weller senior was a coach-driver, and
Sam WVeIler tells a story of him in con-
nection with the Eatanswill election.
Mr. Weller wag told:

" In case you should have an acci-
dent when you're abringing these
here voters down and should tip them
into the canal without hurting of
them, that is for yourself!'

"You wouldn't believe it, sir,"
said Sam, with a look of inexpres-
sible impudence at his master, " that
on the werry day as we came down
with them waters his coach was up-
set iii that eve werr 'y spot, and every
manl on 'em turned into the canal."

These humourists, the Government, had a
Mr. Weller senior down on the Great
Southern Railway. The Ministry flooded
the Press in Perth, after flooding it on
the goldfields, but oniiy for a day or two,
with explanations why they did not at-
tend the Kojonup banquet. What was
going to be a banquet turned out to be a
luncheon. At the opening of the rail-
way I expected some interesting speeches,
and wished to have a chance to make one
myself. It is a hardship on a memher of
this House after such a long recess not to
have the chance to make a speech on an
occasion like that. One might distin-
guish himself, especially in thle countiy,
in making a speech on such an occasion.
Well, they made a false start with the
first opening of the railway. So far as
I canl learn, even the townspeople of
Ks tanning did not know that a train was
to he run. A train i-an one fine morn-

ing and had on board the Hon. F. H.
Piesse, and some other people of course.
This was referred to by the Katanning
paper as a "sly opening of the railway,"
and locally it was inferred that it was a
"sly Govern ment" opThning this railway in

a "sly manner." However, another at-
tempt was made later on. I had an in-
vitation to a banquet at six o'clock, I
decided to go because it was a good time
since I had been to Kojonup, and it was
up to mne to go into that part of my
province. I had no intimation of any-
thing but that the banquet would be
held. I knew nothing about the traius
or anything else, and so I decided to'
drive. When I got to Katanning I
found the place practically shut up, and I
learned that the train had been started
about an hour before the usual time-
this was a bit of "1 Samn Wellerism " I
think-and that the banquet which was
to he held at 6 o'clock was being held at
1 o'clock, also that the train was corn-
ing back at 3 o'clock from IKojonup, and
that the affair would be practically
over before I got anywhepre near the
I)]ace, The members of the Government
were awfully indignant when it was
stated that they did not send an apology
to the opening of this railway. Their
apologies arrived two days late-at least
one arrived two days after the banquet,
that is, the Premnier's-howing that there
was not much interest taken in the affair.
The G-overnnient did not intend to he
there. They had a Mr. Weller senior
down there. The Minister for Works
took gi-eat umbrage at what happened,
and hie hit very hard at the chairman of
the banquet. I do not know why. He
would have been better employed hitting
Mir. Weller senior. The Minister de-
clared that he sent a telegram-an apol-
ogy. That telegram has never been de-
livered yet. It may have been seat on
that crooked railway and got lost, but
there is no doubt that 'Mr. Weller dlid
the trick exceedingly well for the Govern-
mient; and f who moved the rejection of
the Land Tax ill and( had the hionour
of getting hon. members of this House
to support mie, was debarred from the
only chance I could have had of combat-
ing- the wild aiid woolly statenients made
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by Ministers in other parts of the State.
I am proud to say that they did not ven-
ture down in my part, with the exception
of the Hon. Mr. Wilson, who had great
courage and marked ability. That gen-
tlemian decided to have a peaceful trip
on Sunday after the opening of the
Katanning Hall, and hie rode ant to Ko-
jonup. I believe a great lparty went out
fromn Katanning, and they were mect by
one gentleman, one gentleman only. That
gentleman was oplposed to the la nd tax.
I have a letter from him dated 20th June,
1907, which I shall read to show the "Samn
Wellerism" again. The letter says:-

" At the Kojonup Farmers' Pro-
ducers League meeting, I sin direct-
ed to thank you on behalf of the
members for the way in which you
fought the land tax some time hack.
It is rather late to do this, hut our-
leaguei was not foninerl at the time,
so. could not thank you as a public
hody. We still hope you will conl-
tinue to watch the interests of the
struggler on the land, as in the
past."

I amn proud to have that letter; prouder
than to have aired my eloquence at the
Kojonup banquet. Mly colleague, Mir.
Piesse, got there in time: he happened to
be on the train. He is not a party to
this, and I ami sure my colleague, with
myself, regrets that anything of this kind
should hare occurred, J must say that
parliamentary etiquette demands that
members of this House should he treated
with decorum and resp~ect ; and when
memibers of the Ministry intend going
into a country district- though perhaps
we cannot expect a knowledge of parlia-
muentary etiquette from a Ministry which
is new to the gamie, the Premnier being
only three years old politically-it is
their duty to inform local members of
their intention, so that these may have an
opportunity of being present. As an in-
dependent member, I had not intended
going there by rail-not that I had any
suspicion that Mr. Weller senior would
he there-but I had intended to drive
over, so that an "accident" on the line,
if any, would not have made the slightest
difference to me. But it is the duty of
the Government on such occasions to

commnunicate with the members for the
district, asking them to co-operate with
local members of the Assembly in the
conduct and organisation, and not leave
such matters to Mr. Weller senior. I
think mnembers will agree that my wvife
and myself have been badly treated. We
arranged to drive over fromt Karanning;
and I say we were ojpenly and publicly
insulted by the Government of this State
-there are no other words for it. In
generosity, I will put it d]own to their
ignorance of parliamentary etiquette. I
do not want to labour this question which
has already been suifficiently painful to me
and to my wife, who has a brother occu-
pying. a seat in this House. The ande-
served treatment we received ;; the less
eXeL~sable when we rememioer that the
member for the district who is connected
by .telephone, and could have been
rung up at his house f romn the
Moojebing post-office, was treated
no better than I was. He should have
been better treated ; he should have been
informed. It does not matter whose
duty it was to do so ; there has been
neglect, and I hope the Government wilt
take this lesson to heart, and be careful
in the future to see that there is no
Sam WVeller about, anid that all arrange-
inents are up-to-date. I should not like
to say that the Government had tried to
to keep mie from speaking, that it was
a pre-arranged affair;, but it certainly is
ain extraordinary thing that when I had
the honour of opening a ball a short dis-
tance fromt there a week or so before, I
said I regretted that in opening that
hall I was only making a public speech
and not a political speech ; that as there
were to be a concert and dance after-
wards, I could not deal with large public
questions as I would like to do. In view
of that statement, it does seem extraor-
dinary that 'Mr. Sam Weller should get
to work-whom he was working, for I
do not know ; it certainly does seem in-
congruous. As to the Governor's Speech,
if the Government were serious in deal-
ing with the finances, they would not
introduce anything likely to be debat-
able ; and I think the Government have
made a mistake in referring to the in-
crease in the land revenue. It augurs
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anything but well for them to take
credit for taxing the people. Owing to
certain legislation which was passed, it
has been necessary for selectors of land
to pay for survey fees, and the receipt
of -those fees would cause the revenue
to expand. I hope the Government in
mnaking any explanation in regard to the
buoyancy of the land revenue, will tell
us howv much of this represents survey
fees taken directly from the pockets of
the people ; and then we may, judge how
much of the increase they deserve credit
for. At the present time there is a
state of chaos in the Lands Department
I have just come from the Lands Office,
and I was astonished to see that while
io-ne good men were working, others had
gone off as soon' as the *clock struck
three-or it might- have been four
o'clock, There were some men hard at
work doing their best for the country,
but others tad gone. That sort of thing
she uld be put a stop to. 1 must say
that the Land Act Amendment Act ac-
centuated the difficulty in the' Lands
Office; it had created more work for the
officials, and him led to endless confusion.
I believe the Government were aware of
what would happen,, and were preparing
or had under consideration a consolidat-
ing mneasure- That measure xva- not
brought forward, however ; and I think
that was a pity, as the land regulations
require to be made more simple. We
have -no end of clauses, no end of
Slifferent agreements and contracts ; and
very few of the officials in the Lands
Office arc competent to give an opinion
on many of the -clauses. There* is the
Lands Titles Office, which should be a
trained and skilled department, but
owing to the action of the Government
in talking of a land tax, there has been
no speculation lately, and that office is
practically idle. But. while there has
been very little doing in the Lands Titles
Office, there has been a lot of work in
the Lands Office which could be and
should be done by the Titles Office, such
as the registration and transfer of
mortgages. All such matters as these
should be attended to in the Titles
Office ;and the Government are taking
a great risk when they allow this work

to be done in the Lands Office. Already
mistakes have been made, mistakes will
be made, and there is no assurance f und
in that office for the protection of the
country against the result of mistakes.
In the Titles Office there is an assurance
fund for the the purpose of saving the
country the cost of any mistakes which
may he made. It is desirable that
the whole of this branch of the
Lands Office work should be handed over
to die Titles Office to he done by men
trained to that work, and thus relieve
the Lands Office. 'Whether there are too
many officers in the Lands Office or
whether they are incoinpetelit, I say
there are too many of them. The best
of them should be retained and the others
got rid of; and then it would be better to
pay the good men higher salaries. The
Government have been creating what I
call sub-treasuries throughout the coun-
try districts in connection with the Lands
Office. If districts are to demrand this
and that, and if a political boss, because
he iappens to have infinenen. can say we
want this and we want tlivt, and the
Government give away sops, I think dif-
ferent methods should be adopted, that it
is time the Government pit this sort of
thing down. In stead of establishing
sub-treasuries and creating employment
and bringing people into one or other
centre outside Perth, the Government
should recognise that the selector has
channels through which to send his
money to Perth. Every man deals. either
with a bank or with a storekeeper, and
lie can get his money sent to Perth with
the greatest ease-much more simply
than by the Government esrtblishing sub-
treasuries, and much ine economically
for the country which has to pay. It
is niuch more simple for the individual
to sendt in his taxes, so to speak, than
for the country to pay fer collection;
and I do not think the Glovernment are,
doing anything useful towards assisting
settlement on the land by establishing
these sub-treasuries. Other economies
may be effected also. We require radi-
cal reform in one direet'on-I refer to
the construction of spur railways. I was
informed that after the appearance un
print of certain comnments by some an-
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thority in respect of the Kojonup rail-
way construction thousands of sleepers
were taken up and replaced by others.
This was after certain comjments. had
appeared in the Press t-aquiry should
be made into this matter to sf e w"hat has
been done- and what has been the cost of
these spur railways. The Working
Railways branch, so far as I can learn,
has taken no hand in the construction of
these spur lines. That branch has per-
manent-way men and a s~qft, many of
wh.omn ar-c boing dismissed now. Why
not, instead of dismissing those men,
have given the Working Railways branch
an intimation of what was wanted, and
sent down those men- to iro the work?
Why should the Public Works Depart-
nient hare to engage special labour to do
this work, when we bad men already em-
ployed whom the Goveranment did not
k-now how to find work for? Apparently
the different Government departments
work against each other. Why are there
so many political bosses in this State?
Are we going to have America rejuven-
atedl here? The time has come when
political bossdom should be put down.
We should endeavour to devise a scheme
for putting our own people on the land.
It will be better to do that than to get
foreigners on the land. If our own
people are not useful, they should be
labelled so, and not allowed 'to stand
in the way of other people.
We have a sinking fund, and while the
present Government are in power I hope
the sinking fund will not be disturbed.
but left there solid and concrete. I hope
the Gov'erninent are not anticipating a
demolition of the sinking fund. If
so we shall hare another Black
Thursday in Western Australia. -1 do
not know why we should go on piling
tip the sinking fund. We might call
";stnp" for a l ittle while at present. But
this sinking- fund is the best security
Western Australia has. We cannot in-
vest our f unds in a better way or give a
better security to Western Australia.
Our greatest industry is the gold indus-
try. 'We had what I thought a goldfields
Miinistry last session trying to impose
taxation on the people of Perth and the
agricultural settlers. 'Now it seems we

have an agricultural 'Ministry. We have
a gold industry with an immense pro-
duction of gold. Alt the biggest things.
in the State come from the goldfields.
Why do not the goldfields members
cheer 'that remark "' If I were a
goldfields member I should cheer it
tio the echo. But I amn using the re-
mnark in another wvay. The industry is a
rich one, and if a tax were put upon it, it
could pay the tax. WVhat se rvices does the
agricultural industry receive? It is re-
fusedt the assistance of a few thousand
lpotlnds for the erection of a mill to turn
our wheat to account in these bad timues.
Practically nothing is received. The gold
industry has'the Coolftardie waler scheme,
which is wearing away like the gold.
There is the hint, which gives gold mines
London prices for their gold in Western
Australia, less a little exchange. That
is of immense service to the gold indus-
try, and for this service-for the ser-
vice of having the cash in Western Aus-
tralia-they pay nothing. The wheat
grower and the wool grower do not get
any assistance. He cannot get such a
service as the Coolgardie water scheme,
which is a single service. Even if the
gold industry paid a small royalty there
would he no need to talk of any retrench-
nment or any pruning. The country
could go oil without it. I am loth to
put a royalty on anything we produce,
for gold should only he won once. But
the dividends go to people who live out-
side the State. Let us be reasonable and
obtain taxation from where it is least
felt, and where it will do most good and
cannot do any permianent injury. 'We
hare had a timber trouble, and there have
been gifts made by the Government to
the timber industry. The Combine's
-genius is responsible for this. We have
allowed to the Combine, or given to the
Combine, a reduction in freights. We
have given them a rate which is very low
to enable them to take train loads of
timber away from the mills. That means
that the Combine has a monopoly of the
trade in Western Australia. If any big
milling company had facilities for send-
ing goods to mnarket in train loads, it
could almost charge whiat price it liked
and distribute the trucks when they ar-
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rived iii Perth to any destination it
pleased. This gift to the Combine was
a good gift, and the Government has
been a very fatherly Government to the
Combine. We have a very solicitous
Premier, ait the present time, for the
Combine. I had the pleasure over thirty
3'ears ago of conducting large transac-
tions in Sooth Australia, for I had the
control of a good deal of timber business,
and [1 had to supervise and take charge
of all the Government contracts, and I
say this, that there are men engaged in
the timber business iii South Australia
who know Western Aus-tralia and know
all about the timber, and who are pre-
pared to do business. They know where
.Mr. Smith lives, and Mr. Smith is com-
petent to know how to get his timber to
market. There is no necessity to pose.
I believe 'Mr. Smith has gone to South
Australia. I believe this has been a
little bit of posing, and that there is
nothing in it. South Australia is try-
ing to grow its o-wn timber. It is
like Japan, trying to grind their
own flour, so that they will not
have to send to Australia for the flour
tdiat is much damaged. And so it is the
same in South Australia. That State
wvill deal with Western Auistralia as it
thinks fit, for we in Western Australia
have to send to Australia for the flour
We have treated South Australians like
we treated Mr. Tanner, who came here
and selected and then went back again
and brought his family and cattle over
and then found he could not get the land.
The Government of South Australia
must recognise that in treating -with a
Government like our Government, they
must go very slowly and encourage their
own people and beware of a Government
acting in the way that our Government
are doing. I have a painful duty in
drawing attention to a somewhat serious
matter aid I do not want to be jocose.
There is another powerful Combine we
have in the State-I will not name it,
but this matter is connected with the
trains, and the Minister for Works has

'been very solicitous for the welfare of
that estate. The -Minister for Works
has allowed his Secretary to approach
a land owner with a view of getting as-

sistanee from that land owner in the
name of the Government for a particular
company. Why does the Under Secre-
tary for Works go out of his way to get
assistance in this particular manner as
a speculator in a private estate, through
which estate a road has been madeI
True it has been given over to the roads
board for public use ; hut why is this
done in regard to an absentee company ?
What is the reason for it 'I Members
should he careful not only in that but in

ote _tig in respect of that same corn-
pany. I should be very careful, seeing
what has happened. That sort of thing
Might not to be done. Our own people
dare not go to the Government with a
reasonable proposition, yet here was a
most unreasonable proposition and a
most inmproper thing to do. Every dis-
trict has its political boss-I do not say
lie is in Parliament, but I say there is
a boss in Parliament somiewhere. Sam
Weller upset the coach: hie was the boss.
'We have evidence throughout the land
that there are political bosses and the
Government should be strong and re-
sist anything that approaches the Ameni-
can style. I wish to r-efer to another
little matter and T refer to this not that
I think there is anything wrong, but I
think it was very indiscreet for the Min-
ister for Works to put the statement in
the way he did. I do not imagine that
there is anything wrong. I think every-
thing -was above board, except that it was
a great disappointment to the towns-
people of Albany. There was a sum of
£:12,000 set apart for a water supply
for Albany, and by some arranigement
whichi I as a member for Albany do not
understand, that amount was; reduced to
£8,000. Since then Bunbury has been
offered £,4,000, one better. I do not
k-now why that has been done, but the
Minister referring, to this said it was by
arrangement with the member for Al-
bany. I think the member for Albany
is above reproach, but the members for
the Province should be informed of what
is going on. I should not have to go
to another place, as I did go with an-
other member, and when the remark was
made to me that member said, "I cer-
tainly would not like to put the thing
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in that way." 'Members should not be
humnurousg hut solid and staid. We have
a great country and I have every faith
in the country. With goo goenmn
we should win the respect of the Com-
monwealth, and the dilicuities in re-
speet to Federation which are real wvould
disappear, l believe there is a grand
fuature for the Com~monwvealth, and I
hope with members here that I shall live
for the next 25 years and see the dark
days that we have undergone for the
past six or 12 nionths disappear and never
be known again. I ami not prepared to
throw over anything I have said or for-
sake any of my first pledges. I ami still
in favour of Federation, and I believe
Federation (lid a great good for
Western Australia. The first time
I was informed that it was other-
wise was by a jocular Government.

The PRESIDENT: Before anyv other
speeches are made, I wish to say that al-
though extremne latitude is allowed, yet
the motion before the Council is an Ad-
dress in reply to the Speech of His Ex-
cellency the Governor.

Hon. J. IV. LANOSFORD (Metr o-
politan-Suburhan) : I1 think I can con-
gratulate Mr. Malcy at least in putting
uip a record in regard to the length of his
speech. I do not k-now of any previous
occasion on wihich hie has entertained the
House for so many minutes as lie has
d]one this afternoon. It puts one
in a difficulty' . In the Gover-nor's
Speech 'ye hare a picture of the
State of Western Australia with its
brighter colours brought out. On the
other hand the picture Mr. M1aley has
drawn for us this afternoon is one with
very dark colours and a sombre view.
Probably the truth will be found some-
where between the two. It was difficult
in 'Mr. 'Malev's remjarks to distinguish
between his hiumour and sincerity, and
although he charges the Goves-nmentw wJth
being huniourous, he is one of time first
order. It is difficult to know when he
is sincere, and wvhen hie is only funny.
Certainly the charges brought against the
Government of underground engineering
in connection with the Kojonuip Railway

ought to be inquired into farther. I hope
before the session becomies v-cry wiuch
older his charges will assume a wore
specific character instead of the general
terms in which he has placed them this
afternoon. The entrance into this Chain-
her of the mover of the Address to his
Excellency is simultaneous with the re-
discovery of the Northern Province. The
information we have had of that great
country during the last few weeks and
mionths has, I ain sure, been of the utmost
v'nlmi to Pl1 nprcniq wlin are interested
in the country's development, and es-
pecially to members of Parliament. We
shall look forward to the development
of that country in the North on muore
ample lines than has been witnessed in
the past. We shall expect a great de-
velopmnent in almost every industry suit-
able to this State, mineral and] pastoral
especially. With 'Mr. Peanefather, the
newly elected member for that district,
I think the Speech of His Excellency is
to be noted for the confident and assur-
ing- tone -which runs right through it. To
a large extent I amn in sympathy with a
note of this kind being sounded; for
I think that if there has ever been in
the history of our State a necessity to
sound a note of this kindy it is the pre-
sent time. O)ne hears in the street the
remarks of croakers that things are go-
ig to the dogs, and of course the Gov-
einent are held responsible for the bad
times we are p)assing through. So in
these circumstances I think a change in
the direction noted by His Excellency's
Speech is somewhat of an antidote to
what we hear ev-ery day as we go along.
Without wearying the House by going
through the numerous items in the Speech,
I may say I had the pleasure of listen-
ing to the MKinister for M1ines in the
Mechanics' Institute the other evening,
and I thoroughly approve of the way
in which 'Ministers travel about the State
during recess; for if we are to know any-
thing of the State anti its requirements,
thle -Ministers must travel about and s-ee
for themselves the actual needs of the
several districts. I think the Preinier
in his trip through the Black Range dis-
trict, also M1r. Mitchell in his constant
travelling ahout as Honorary Mfinister
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for Agriculture, and Mr. Gregory in his
North-West trip, have provided for us
an amount of information that it would
be impossible for any private individual
to obtain, and especially one whose or-
dinary work keeps him about the city.
I think, therefore, that trips of thiskind
are of great public value. It has been
asked, howv can Ministers attend to the
duties of administration while travelling
round the country? My opinion is that
the happy mean should he taken by Min-
isters in this matter; that while keeping
a close watch on the administration of
their several departments, the members of
the Ministry must of necessity travel
about and see what are the needs of the
country and observe what development is
taking place. Of course members in
both Houses of Parliament bring under
the notice of Ministers the needs of their
several districts; but it is desirable that
Ministers should obtain at first hand direct
information as to the necessities of the
country. This remark applies only to
travelling within the State, and not to
such occasional trips as that taken re-
cently by the Premier in going to the
Premiers' Conference at Brisbane. My
remarks also do not apply to the Trea-
surer's trip to Japan, of which we have
heard so much, and up to the present
with so little result to anybody as far
as I am able to gather. Our association
with Federation is mentioned in the Gov-
ernor's Speech, as I suppose it will con-
tinue to be mentioned until things federal
run more smoothly than they are at pre-
sent; but I have not heard of any direct
charge of injustice that has been brought
against the Federal Parlient or the
Federal Government. I know that Fed-
eration so far has not worked out as we
expected it would. We knew we were
losing the control of our Customs revenue,
and we agreed to it wvhen we yoted for
Federation.

I1onz. G. Randcll: People 'should not
have voted for it.

Hion. M. L. Moss: Not 1.0 per cent.
of the people knew what they were vot-
ing for.

Hon. J: W. LANOSFORD: The hion.
member who has just spoken 'was one of
the leaders in the federal campaign, and

the Premier of the State at that time
threw in his lot ultimately with the fed-
eral movement, and it is not to be won-
dered at that the man in the street who
does not read much should at the time
have taken his opinions front those meti
who held high office. We were prom-
isedi, although not in any statutory form,
the construction of the Western Union
Railway; and I think if it bad not been
for the absence of one of the West Aus-
tralian senators during the last session
of the Federal Parliament, the Bill for
authorising the survey of that rail-
way would have passed. I notice that
the measure is mentioned again in the
Governor's Speech just delivered to the
Federal Parliament. .

Hion. M. L. Moss: I do not think it
wvill get much farther.

Hon. 3. W. LANGSFORD: I cer-
tainly hope it wvill be carried this session.
The Premier havinig recently visited Bris-
bane and been in association with the Pre-
miers of the Eastern States he has made
some remarks since as to the view and
the attitude which Western Australia
should adopt in present circumstances.
He has said:

"At the Brisbane Conference, the
shibboleth was almost universal,
'What is best for my StateV9 Out-
side the Conference the same feeling
was everywhere in evidence-what
is best for Queensland, Victoria,
South Australia? And I am satis-
fied that the people of each State
when voting on federal questions
would vote simply from this stand-
point. They would talk glibly
enough of the federal idea, but
whenever they descended from the
abstract to the concrete, the federal
idea would almost inevitably resolve
itself into this question, 'What is
best for our State!?' Now it be-
hoves us, in view of this fact, and
fact it is, to live in no fool's para-
dise, but to do what our neighbours
do-to consider when we are dealing
with federal questions, simply bow
they will affect Western Australia."

That was the influence which was brought
to bear on the Premier while in Brisbane,
and that is the advice he gives to the
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people of Western Australia. But in
making those remarks on his return to
this State, the Premier appeared to me
to take the view that they at the Con-
ference were like a lot of terriers quar-
rellig about a bone, as to which was to
get the biggest share. But on the other
hand it was not long before the Premier
got away f rom that - idea, rising to a
higher level ; and speaking at that higher
level, this is the advice he finally gives
to te people of Western Australia:-

" We have a great conuntr4y here,
great in- her immediate past, in her
present, and in her promise for the
future. Since the advent of Re-
sponsible Government some 16 or
17 years ago, we have increased our
population five-fold. We are a
mining country, easily the largest
in Australia. We are an agricul-
tural country, having ini ordinary
seasons the largest average wheat
yield in Australia. And our agri-
Cultural progress is so marked that
during the last seven years we have
increased our area under crop five
times over. The old order clearly
is giving way to the new. Men no
longer regard this country as in-
capable of producing. If we take
our developed area as an indication
of what can be effected over our
millions of acres, the outlook is hope-
ful indeed."

_Nowv the advice lie gives in the last part of
his speech I think compensates for the
doleful view he took in the earlier part
of his speech of our association with the
Federal Union. I do not agree with the
suggestions the Federal Treasurer has
made for the distribution of the surplus
after the present per capita system has
been abolished; for I do not think any
Federal Parliament will consent to an
injustice of that kind being inflicted on
any one State. As to other portions of
his Excellency's Speech, I do not intend
to speak on the question of land taxa-
tion, nor on the reduction of the Council
franchise, which is something that has
been appearing in all the Governiors'
Speeches for many years, and we never
seem to reach it in real earnest. Buti
one other question to which our attention

is called in the Speech is that of the sink-
ing fund for the ultimate repayment of
our loans; and while I believe it is im-
practicable if not impossible-in fact we
cannot alter the sinking fund, because
our loans have been raised on the under-
standing that there is a sinking fund-
yet I think the suggestion made in his
Excellency's Speech is worthy of being
looked into, namely that we might di-
minish our annual contribution to the
,iiakiing fund by one bait, and extend
the period of loans from .36 or 45 years
to a- period say of 56 or 60 years. T
think that might be done, and a half per
cent. sinking fund would be stifficient to
meet the loans when they matured.
There is no mention in the Speech of a
previous proposal for redneing the sal-
aries of Ministers, iii connection with an
amendment of the Constitution Act.
Probably Ministers with their fuller ex-
perience think they earn all the money
they get; and I for one shalil not seek
to amend the Constitution Bill in that
direction when the measure comes before
uts. On the question of liquor law
amendment embodying the principle
of local option, I hope this will be a
measure embodying in a r 1l sense the
priniepie of local option. The proposal
to complete the Claremont Hospital for
the Insane is ne which wil have the
support of all members of this- Hous6.
This Governn ent and prevnus Govern-
mnents rho have helped in ibis direction
are to bi, conu:tendted for their action in
carrying on tIAs necessary work.' There
are no other jenis in the Speech on
which I wish to lake up the~ time ef the

*.House, and I .-cnelude by supporting the
motion.

Notion to Adjourn.
Hon. 'L. L. MOSS :I move that the

debate be adjiounhed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If

any member is ready to speak, it will be
better to go on, this being the first day,
and we should endeavour to close the
debate to-morrow.

Motion put, and negatived.

At 6.15, the President left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.
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Debate continued.

Hon. J. A. THOMSON (Central) -It
was not my intention to speak at all on
this motion. I have previously remarked
that I did not see mutch occasion for
speeches on the Address-in-Reply ; but
that is only my own opinion. H-owever,
as I am to some extent responsible for the
House meeting after the tea adjourn-
ment, I wvill make a few remarks. On
reading .the Premuier's speech at Bun-
bury, and also the opening Speech put
into the mouth of His Excellency, we
find that the tone of both is distinctly
optimistic. I like not only to read of
but also to know people who are pos-
sessed of that hopeful spirit, who seize
every favourable opportunity to express
their unbounded confidence in themselves
and their country. At the present time
at least, when a severe depression un-
doubtedly exists in the State, it is cheer-
ing to know that the head of the Gov-
ermnent, and I suppose other Ministers,
believe not only that the existing depres-
sion wvill be speedily removed, but that
it is hardly worth meiitioning. Unfor-
tunately, Ministers are not able to dispel
the clouds that surround us by simply
expressing the hope that they may he
removed, and by making light of them
into the bargain. By simply waving
the magician's wand and saying all will
be wellt we cannot bring back to this
State and its people the prosperity that
we desire. The fact remains that a de-
pression has existed for a considerable
time, nearly twelve mnths ; it still ex-
ists, and so far as I can see, there is
little hope of its being removed. Look-
ing- at it from a business-man's point of
view, as one who has an opportunity of
feeling the pulse of the whole State
while controlling a business that has its
ramifications in every part of Western
Australia, I do not know how the Gov-
ernmient can believe that this depres-
sion is about to be removed, or can
be removed by any means except the
lavish expenditure of borrowed money.
And even if we could by borrowing
and spending bring back prosperity, I
questioin wvhether the Government wvould
be in a position to borrow. But if they
wvere, I do not consider borrowing a wise

Secoind day.

policy to pursue. Rather do I believe
in living within our mreans, instead of
pursuing the spendthrift policy of the
past. The Premier and his Government
are quite correct in stating that this is
only a fancied depression, for ireality
it does not exist, or would not exist had
we been living within our means. We
have in the past been borrowing so much
nioney and spending so much of it in
the State that we have thereby caused a
seemring and not a real prosperity; and
when we cease to borrow and spend so
much, our- affairs do not seem so pro-
sperous as they ought to seem. jut in
my opinion the 0Government ought to look
for some means of producing a better
state of affairs, if they are not able to
raise the necesary loan moneys. If they
do not consider it wvise to borrow too
lavishly, they ought to devise means of
raising sufficient revenue to carry on the
affairs of the State without necessarily
depending on the London or any other
market for loan moneys. It has been
rightly pointed out that this House is
responsible for the failure to pass the
L'and Tax Bill introduced last session by
thie Government. This is right enough,
but in my humble opinion the Government
themselves are largely responsible for the
rejection of the Bill. I believe that if
the Legislative Assembly bad sent us a
Bill with what I may term the necessary
force behind it, the measure would nowv
be on the statute book. That the niea-
sure was necessary was I think made
pretty clear; but it should have been
clearly understood that soniething would
happen if it were not passed; and I think
it would then have received the saniction
of this House. But I do not think that
the land tax proposal wvent anything like
far enough. In my opinion real pro-
sperity would result in this State if we
had a tax on unimproved land values;
not a tax such as is proposed in the mea-
sure of last session, but one without any
exemption whatever; a tax that would
have the effect of either causing the people
wvho htold much land that they are not
using to good advantage to use it to good
advantage, or that would make it not
worth their while to hold the land. I
maintain it to be fair and equitalble that
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there oughlt to be no exemption -whatever.
The smalli man would not be asked to
contribute much, for he would not have
much landed property to be taxed; and
in all my travels throughout the State I
have not heard a single small farmer or
small property-owner complain of the'
proposed land tax.

lHon. 31. L. Moss: Were there any far-
niers in the districts through which you
have travelled?

Hon. J. A. TiHOMSON: At least T
have not heard them complain when [he
proposal was properly explained to them.
Suppose that thne tax had been a penny
in the £: on the unimnproved value. What
would that mean to a selector with, say,
640 acres, a square mile of country7 The
unillpjroved value of that would not he
more than 10s. or 15s. an acre. Would
a tax of a penny in the £ on the unim-
proved v-alue be felt by such a person?
And what would it mean to the small
prop erty-hiolder in Perth, living in his
own house on his own land? The land,
we will say, would not be valued at more
than £100 or £:200, and a tax of a penny
on the unimproved land value would not
touch him. In my opinion this is a high-
ly necessary tax, and I hope the Govern-
ment. will press it with due force. The
House should consider that not only is
the tax necessary in order that the State
may l)ay its way, but that the tax is fair
and equitable, and that by imposing it
lands now unused will be peopled by
those we are, so desirous of attracting,
who cannot now acquire any suitable
land near railways or near centres of
population. The Speech makes no mnen-
tion of the immigration policy; but para-
graph 2 states that our "agricultural
areas give promise of a prosperous
season, and every eff ort is being
put forward to secure permanent
settlement." We are endeavouring to
induce the inmmigratioa of people from
the old lands, but I fear that the imi-
migration policy pursued in the past
was a great mistake. Less than three
years, ago I had an opportunity of visit-
ing the old country, and during last
session I think I told the House that
had I been commissioned by the Govern-
ment to procure immig-ranits of a desir-

able class from my owa part of Scotland.
1, as one who could have spoken with
authority on local conditions, after
spending twenty-eight years in Australia.
!should have had no difficulty in inducing
hundreds of farm servants from the
north of Scotland to come out here. But
I say now that I could not honestly ask
a single individual to come out, and tell
him that his condition here would be
better than it is now in Scotland. About
si-x months ago I wrote to mny broiher
at Home to send iue, through the Agent
General's Department which would see
to their assisted passages, two good farm
labourers to whom I was-prepared to
give constant employmnict, a good house
to live in and proper food, with 20s. per
week for a start and 2.5s. when they he-
caiue used to the new conditions, and
could wield ain axe and otherwise work
like Australians. My brother replied;
and I can vouch for the correctness of
his letter, because hie supported it with
a newspaper clipping showing the pre-
sent rate of wages in Aberdeensh ire.
His reply was ii] effect :

I have your letter as to sending
out two ploughmnen to you, but I
can assure vou that the rate of
wages you offer and the promise you
have made of improving their posi-
tions when they are able to save
money and take up land themselves,
would have very little effect here,
because most of the good plough men
are going to Canada. Those who
are remaining here have no difficulty
in getting as ordinary ploughmen
£21 10s. to £22 10s. for the six
months. That of course does not
include their keep. They have pro-
per places to live in. They have
properly-cooked food, and their beds
are made by the servants of the
house. On a large farm they have
a proper place for meals, and in a
small farmer's house, where he has
only one or two men, they eat at the
farmers own table and are
treated in such a neighbourly
way that you can really class
theum as members of the family."

Can any member of this House tell me
that the farm labourer in Western Aus-
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tialia-tiey are not worse treated here
than they are in New South Wales or Vie-
toria-can be assured of regular employ-
ment from one year's end to another?
Can any farmer who can be held re-
sponsible for it engage a man for six
mouths and keep him as they are in
Scotland? I am correct in saying that
the labour offering in Western Australia
is of a very casual nature indeed, that
a man Avill get employment in the busy
times only, that is at ploughing time or
harvest time, and that he then has to
hutmp his swag and go round looking for
employment. There are sonic who can
afford to have a certain number con-
stantly emnployed; butt the ordinary cock-
atoo farmer, can he have them constant-
ly employed all the year round and under
favourable conditions? I say certainly
not. What is the result? These labour-
ers have then to knock round the country
gund get into dismal. habits. with the ter-
rible life thiey have to lead. We can
call it nothing but hardship for a man
who comes fromt the old country, where
lie lived uinder better conditions. In most
istances they are treated like good beasts.
Their food is improperly cooked, if it is
at all cooked; and it is of the roughest
nature, while iii large instances they are
not found with sleeping accommodation
whatever; they just go round with their
blankets and have to find sleeping ac-
commodation for themselves. If I told
the farm servants, as they are called in
Scotland, that the conditions in Western
Australia were as pictured by mec-and I
am trying to do it truthfully-how mlany
immi.-rants would I have got out? I
complain that the Immigration Depart-
nient is not telling die whole truth to the
men it is-bringing out here, with the re-
sult that the large majority of those as-
sisted imtmigrants are not remaining here.
They comie here at the expeiise of this
State, and they are going away to the
Eastern States. During the last three
months I have had personal knowledge of
three fanilies, assisted immigrants, who
came to Western Australia, and all -of

them have left. Two went to New Zea-
land and seven to New South Wales.
They were all assisted immigrants, and
each of them went away with something

bad to say of this State, not considering
for a moment that they were under any
obligation to W"estern Australia at all. I
told them they were. One man, a wvell-to-
do farmer from Ayrshire, who camte with
£1,000, which I saw him deposit in the
Western Austr-alian Bank, stopped here
three months and went over the State, but
said he could not find any land under the
conditions pictured to hini before he left
Scotland; and hie was so disgusted with
the misleading statements miade to him
that under no circuictances would lie be
persuaded to remain, though I did my
best to keep such a manl, who had a good
deal of mioney. He went to New Zealand.
1 had a letter f romi him the other day, in
which he said that he had no difficulty in
buying- a nice place there .for £500.
[Mecmber : He did -not 'get a farm.] He
got a nice little place; lie has not entered
into details about it; it is what he termis a
nice little place. T have no faul' t to fid
with the imimigration policy of the Go-
vernment, hut I would like to sound a
note of warning in regard to the class of
people being brought out and in regard
to the class of lecturers in the old coun-
try who induce people to come out here.
I amu afraid that manny of these lecturers
are like unscrupulous canvassers; they
get ais much as they can for their monley,
and get as many people to come out here as
possihle so that the Agent General may
say they are doing well. When these
immnigrants come out they nmust have a
grudge against the State, and they must
be dissatisfied from thle jumip if they find
that everything is nt as it has been
depicted t'o them- at home. I did intend
to ask the Colonial Secretary without
notice whether this last batch of immi-
giants, who I notice in the newspapers
are found with quarters in the various
coffee palaces-whether the Government
are paying for this accommodation idd
for their food while they are there.

The Colonial .Secretary : No. We do
that for immligrants ; we find them a
decent cheap place.

Hon. J. A. THOMSON : It is good
that the Government are not doing for
this class of people what they would not
do for.Australians. I do not think they
wouild do it for Australians. I could not

[COUNCIL.] Second day.



Addrss-n-Rply [9JUL, 107Second day. 39

help going down to look at the recent batch
of immigrants who came out under the
supervision of someone-I do not know
whether he be employed by thle depart-
mnent or not. The newspaper gave the
name of the gentlcman as Mr. Lane ;
and that gentleman spoke as though he
had been engaged in some way, or had
had sorte promise from the Agent
General for bringing out a batch of
young gentlemen to this State. I feel
that the statements published in the
papers as having been trade by this,
gerniemien are verv misleading in-
deed. I noticed in tire papers a
report that he sent to 'Mr. Thros-
sell that hie was bringing out people
with £30,000. When they arrived at
Prenan tie the agent there reduced it to
£9,000, hut from the class of people I
saw I should say that it would amount
to £00 at the outside. This Mr. Lane
was asked, as reported in the papers,
how many people he brought out ; and
he said "About 30 or 40,' as if a man
who was on board with them could not
say exactly. When we hear such state-
ments given by a reputed agent here,
what kind of statements would he make
in the old country? Not very long ago a
settlkr at Torbay raised £700 from
potatoes in one patch, and now he has
left for England with his wife and
family to be employed by the Agent
General in the old country. If that class
of person is employed as lecturer, I can
almost imangine what he is saying to the
people he is inducing to come to the
State. He will be spinning a yarn about
making this mioney? and that it is open
to the people to come out and do just
as well as he did. That is very mis-
leading. I d&' not credit anyone who
could make £700 out of one patch in one
year going borne to seek employment
from the Agent General. I believe
lie would remain in Western Aus-
tralin to turn out one or two
more seven hundred pounds from his
patch-at least I would-instead of seek-
ing a job from the Agent General. I
also quite approve of the Government
endeavouring to foster the dairying or
any other industry in connection with the
settlement of people on the land, hut I

ask them to be careful indeed as to whom
they sell thre cows to. I recollect some
10 or 12 years ago cows and bulls -were
brought to Western Australia under
somewhat similar conditions, and most of
the cows were sold to dairy people about
Perth with the result that the dairymen
were put into the way of having good
milking cows, but the State did not bene-
fit at all ;because most of the calves
were knocked on the bead or were not
used for. tire purpose to which we ex-
pe-fttd thle product Uf iliese pedigree
cows would be pat. -Most were sold to
the dairymen because the dairymen were
prepared to give the biggest price. The
Government sold to the highest bidder.
There was. some mention made in the
Premier's speech at Bunbury of a stock
tax, hut I see it is omitted entirely from
the Governor's Speech. I have no idea
what form this proposed tax will take)
supposing it is the intention of the Gov-
erment to introduce such a tax, but I
believe it would be a fair and equitable
one, seeing that the pastora lists in the
North-West are getting, not only a lot
of current revenue, but also loan moneys
by way of assisting them to prevent
rabbits getting over their pastoral leases,
and also by way of freezing works. I
think it would he a fair and equitable
tax indeed; but as there are no part icu-
lars in regard to it-it is not even stated
whether it is intended to be introduced
or not-we till have to wait awhile.
However, I would strongly advocate a
stock tax. [Hlon. R. F. Sholl: A general
one throughout the State, of course.]
Yes ; so long as it be under equitable
conditions. The squatters in the North-
West get huge areas of land at a very
nominal rental, and a large amount of
loan nioney and current revenue is spent
to ass~ist thlem in becoming very wealthy,
as they are, Loan money is spent it
the erection of rabbit-proof fences.
The poorest taxpayer has to contribute
his mite to the erection of these fences
whichi are entirely in the interests of
the pastoralists, because wherever there
are small holdings and farmers in large
numbers th e rabbits give no trouble. It
is only the large pastoralists or squatters
to whom the rabbits give some trouble.
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In Tasmania the small farmers welcome
the rabbit ; they get a nice revenue from
it. In winter time they get onl an
average 7d. a head for the carcases, and
Is. 6d. to 2s. a dozen for the skins. So
they' consider the rabbits a god-send and
a blessing. Of course the squatters do
not like them because they are not able
to keep the rabbits within bounds, but
the small marn likes them. He likes to
see his youngsters going out to trap the
rabbits and make a bit of money. I
notice inl pairagraph 13 of the Speech-
of course it was made public before the
opening Speech was printed-that the
Government have decided to dispense
with the ser-vices of the Commissioner of
Railways ; or rather have not dispensed
with them, but have allowed him 12
months' leave of absence, at the end of
which period he will retire. In my
humble opinion the Government have
made a great mnistake in allowing that
g,,entleman to leave the service. What-
ever his previous knowledge may have
been with regard to railway management
any manl in his position who has ability,
energy, and. determination must acquire
great knowledge of the working of our
railways, and become thoroughly accus-
tomied to the conditions existing in
Western Australia. To my way of
thinking Mvr. George, the late Comis-r
sioner of Railways, has done wonders
during his five years' term of office. He
has brought great ability to bear in the
management of the railways and, from
wrhat I can gather, the employees of the
Department are of opinion that he has
given satisfaction to them. Of course
there are somie who are never satisfied,
but hie has been what is called "a very
fair boss." He "'as a hard "1boss" in
certain directions, for hie was always
determined to have his way, and in that
he was right. If you have a man at the
head of affairs and do not give him full
power to act as he thinks best, it is im-
possible to get the results which would
be obtainable fromn a man of ability who
has really the supreme command. If the
Government succeed in securing the
services of a Commissioner of Railways
who has had really extended Australian
experience I shall be very satisfied indeed

and the eountry will have reason to feel
grateful ; but if it is intended by the
Goverinent to import a man at a high
salary who has had no pi-evious ex-
perience in managing Australian rail-
ways it will take him-no matter how
able he may bc-at least a year or two
to get knowledge of local conditions.
The first year or two he will have more
to unlearn than to learn, and his ex-
perience will be gained at the expense
of the taxpayers. Paragraph iS of the
Speech mentions among other matters
that it is intended to bring in a Bill pro-
viding for the reduction of the franchise
for the Legislative Council. Somne of
the menibers who have spoken before me
have already referred to this. In a
mi-easure this House has almnost become
accustomed to being threatened with Bills
of this description. This course has
been followed by succeeding Ministeies,
and really perhaps the stage has now
arisen when not very much notice is
taken of it. Considering the present
feeling of the majority of members of
this House I can hardly expect that a
Bill having any suggestion for doing
away with the Upper House or of largely
decreasing the franchise will even be
considered. However, I am in favour,
as much as ever I was, of a substantial
redaction in the franchise, and I main-
tain that, if members of this House are
as they pride themselves generally on
being, representatives of the property
owners, they should be ready to help the
smallest as well as the largest property
owner.

lon. 0. RandelZ: The smallest prop-
erty-owvner is represented now.

Hon. J. A. TIHOMSON: The
smallest property-owner is not.

Hon, G, HandeN: It is his own fault
if hie is not.

Hon. J. A. THOMSON: As all hon.
mnembers know, the franchise for this
House is very different from that for an-
other place. We aire representatives of
propertied classes or the householders.
If a householder with a.£25 annual quali-
fication is considered worthy of having
a vote for the Legislative Council, why
should a inan who is paying 5s. a week
for his cottage not have the opportunity
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also of voting for members of that por-
tion of the Legilature? Why should
there be such fine distinction? It is well
known by hon. members that in many of
the country towns and districts houses
are let at as low a rental as 5s. a week,
mid the people who occupy them coin-
paire very favourably with many people
occupying places in Plerth at a rental of
from 12s. Od. to 15s. a week. I con-
sider that if the franchise were lowered
to £10 and a vote given to all house-
holders it would be liberalising' thig
Chamber, and would make the power of
honi. mnembers iudi gr-eater because they
would be representing many mnore elec-
tors, and it stands to reason that a mem-
her of Parliament returned by 2,000 or
.3,000 electors carries more weight in the
deliberations of the Legislature than one-
who is elected to represent only 100 or
200 electors.

11on. R, F". S/toll: Yots might do away
with the qualification altogether, for you
would then have more electors still. It
appears that you do not require this
Hfouse?

Hon. J. A. THOMSON: If a Bill
for the liberalisation of the franchise is
brought down, members will have an
opportunity of saying whether they con-
sider that the Chambc-r should be done
away with. However, it is not likely
that this Legislative Council will vote to
have itself abolished. The only course
which any members holding views I do
-the liberalising of the Legislative
Council or the abolition of it altogether
-should follow, is to advocate that the
franchise should be reduced so that
members might be returned to this Cham-
ber who hold views similar to mine. I
notice that among the proposed railways
are those from Port IHedland to Marble
Bar and from Mount Magnet to Black
Range. No member has ever been
able to accuse me of making use of
my position in this House in order to
curry favour with my own constituents,
but I will say here that I
believe that both these railways are ur-
gent necessities and that it will pay this
State handsomely to have them eon-
structed at as early a date as possible.

I believe that they will pay from the
very start, and that is more than we can
say of many of the railways which have
received favourable consideration re-
cently, and which, in some instances, have
been constructed. Of course it must be
remembered that some of those railways
may have been built for other purposes.
Both of the railways I have mentioned
are of great necessity in connection with
the opening up of the country through
whichl they will pass. Clause 24 of the
Governor's Speech stares :-1n the early
part of the year a board w-as appointed
to consider mid report upon the best
muethod of obtaining for the mietropoli-
tan area a supplyv of water from the hills.
The hoard's labours are nearing com-
pletion, and as soon as the proposals are
before my advisers the question will
receive immediate attention." I sup-
pose that mieans that it has been decided
to take this metropolitan water supply
from the proposed scheme at the Upper
Canning. I do not pose as an expert
in water supply matters, but I do think,
as a person with surely some practical
knowledge, that it is a huge mistakq to
spend money that is so urgently required
for other development purposes in ob-
taining a supply of water for the miet-
ropolitan area from any other source
than the Helena Vale Reservoir. We
know that hundreds of millions of gal-
lons of water are running to waste over
the wveir at Mundaring every -year.
[Hon. 117. Patrick :Thousands of mil-
lions-?] Yes; and that is occurring at
such a short distance from the metro-
politan area as at the Helena Dam.
Apparently no scheme for the utilisation
of this waste water has received any
Consideration at all from the Govern-
ment. This is a great mistake, for pos-
sibly for the next 20 or 30 years there
would he an abundant water supply from
this source to meet all the requirements
of the metropolitan area. I think that
any practical business man, if this had
been a business concern, would have at
all events given a great deal of considera-
tion to this proposal before commencing
to go into the question of obtaining the
supplies from any other source. We
have to consider that this goldfields water
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scheme is a huge undertaking for a small
community like that of Western Austra-
lia. I am pleased indeed to know that
there is not such a heavy loss onl the
work as many anticipated, and that it
is comi ng- nearer to being a profitable
concern every year. If the muetropolitan
supply were taken fromt Mundaring it
Would be assisting not only to make this
sceee a better one from a payable point
of view, hut would also assist the people
onl the goldfields to get water at a lower-
cost than they do at present. The wha-le
matter deserves more consideration than
it has yet received from the Government
or from thie influential newspapers. I
have* spokeni to a few people who have
knowledge of these matters, and when
they hail the figures before thenm they
were satisfied that there would be an
abundaiit water supply for the whole of
the metropolitan area to be obtained
from the Weir at Mundaring for at least
10, .15 or 20 years ; always provided that
the goldfields were not requiring rmuch
more water than 'they now receive. If
we do not take' this water from the met-
ropolitan area, and thus assist the
scheme, what will happen to Western
Australia should the goldfields not con-
tinue to have the same population in the
future that they have now and will there-
fore not require the Samle quantity of
water from the scheme 9 By making
these few comments on the Address-in-
-Reply I do not wish to show that I am
antagonistically inclined to the Govern-
mient, Far be it fromn that. Nearly all
the proposed measures are of a very
lib, a1 nature and will receive my whole-
hearted support. Mfy only complaint is
that a few of themn do not go far enoug-h.
But that too may he rectified. Taking
it on the whol&' it is a very liberal pro-
gramine, and I honestly hope that
many of the measures that are outlined
in this speech will he put on the statute-
book of Western Australia, and that
the Government, or any Government who
may he in power, will receive my whole-
hearted support in carrying through any
legislative enactment that I think, i my
bumble way, will he of value to the
general mass of the people of Western
Australia.

On ?notion by the Hion. Nl. L. Moss, de-
hate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 3.16 o'clock,

until the next day.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Minutes of the Pro-
ceedings of the Col onial Conference, 1907;-
2, Additions and Alterations to Gaols
Regulations.

By the Minister for Mines: Regula-
tions under the Mines Regulation Act.

By the M1inister for Works: 1, By-laws
passed by the Road Boards of Nullagine,
Marble Bar, Mft. Margaret, Yilgarn;- Bun-
bury, Nelson, Dardan up, Preston, and
Moorambine; 2, By-law passed by the
Goldflelds Water Supply Administration.

By lte Treasurer: 1, Amended Audit
Act Regulations;- 2, Order in Council
under Section 35 of the Audit Act.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Mfoore)

moved-

That the House, unless otherwvise or-
dered, shall meet for the despatch of busi-
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